
Approved Minutes

Kilmer PTA General Meeting

October 10, 2019

7:00 p.m.

In attendance'

Michelle Ramos, Michelle Boback, Julie Jenkins, Mollie Regan, Fred Amico, Jim McElveen, Rob Paine,

Jennifer Bishop, Ellen Bloom, Beau Dure, Erin Tavernier, Shirley Alexander, Lorena Paredes, Andrew

Shatokhin

Call to order:

PTA President Michelle Ramos called the meeting to order at 7:02. A quorum was established, and

minutes of the September 12 meeting were distributed and reviewed. Erin Tavernier moved to approve

the minutes as written, and Ellen Bloom seconded the motion. Proposed minutes of the September 12

meeting were approved by voice vote.

Faculty reports:

Faculty member Rob Paine spoke to the group about the eighth grade's upcoming trip to the Finance

Park facility in Fairfax. Finance Park is an immersive experience that allows students to practice personal

financial management as they step into the role of an adult for the day. All eighth graders will go on the

field trip with their Civics classes on either January 15, 16, 17 or 21. Many parent volunteers are needed

for those dates, as 20-25 volunteers are needed each day. Mr. Payne distributed flyers about Finance

Park and said that volunteers can register at www.myla.or~/parents/fairfax .

PTA Faculty Representative Jim McElveen thanked members for their support and said that the staff is

very appreciative of the snacks provided by the PTA at staff meetings. He added that Mr. Sapp of

Kilmer's music department asked him to announce that pies purchased during the choir, band and

orchestra fundraiser will be delivered on November 6.

Interim Principal Fred Amico said that the A.C.T. (Acknowledge, Care, Tell) program and screening is

scheduled to take place the week of October 14. The screening is intended to educate students about

depression and help identify seventh graders with mental health concerns. Other upcoming dates

include the MWEE watershed field trip on October 21-24 for seventh grade science classes.

Mr. Amico said that there are two upcoming "Kilmer Nights" during which Kilmer students will be

recognized at a local high school football game. Madison High School's Kilmer Night will be on October

18, while Kilmer students will be recognized at the Marshall High School game on October 25.

Another upcoming event is a lunchtime visit with the Harlem Wizards basketba►I team on October 11.

The Wizards will be playing in an exhibition game against local teacher volunteers --including Kilmer's

own Mr. Sapp and Mr. Kenney — in a fundraiser at Marshall High School on October 11 at 7:30.



Mr. Amico reported that he began having lunch with groups of students in the conference room last

week. In his first lunch meeting with a group of seventh graders who had been referred by their

teachers, he said the kids were positive about their experience at Kilmer. He plans a lunch with eighth

graders on October 11 and will begin having town hall-style meetings with the student body soon.

Mr. Amico said that he has been compiling a list of the school's technology needs, which he plans to

share with the PTA. He added that the school is pleased to have five new picnic tables built by local

Eagle Scout Connor Tadlock as part of an outdoor classroom.

Andrew Shatokhin asked Mr. Amico if he could explain why Kilmer's rating had dropped on a school

ranking site. Mr. Amico said that he doesn't know why the rating dropped but that online ratings are

not an accurate measurement of any school. He added that the best way to judge a school is to visit in

person. Beau Dure said that the website at issue had increased the weight in its rankings given to

diversity, and it was this factor that hurt Kilmer's ranking. He added that the numbers on the site reflect

that Kilmer's test scores and other measures of performance are quite good.

Lorena Paredes asked what Kilmer is doing to engage parents from diverse cultural backgrounds. Mr.

Amico said that the Heritage Night event on November 1, which will include food, displays and

performances, is intended to engage parents from the many cultures represented in Kilmer's student

body. He added that an event is planned before Heritage Night for kids who are English language

learners and their families.

Committee reports:

Michelle Ramos reported that a new food pantry initiative is being implemented to serve students who

live infood-insecure households. The school has allotted storage space, and a food collection drive is

planned for November. The pantry will open in December.

Michelle Ramos said that a vote by the membership is required to increase funds budgeted for the

Kilmer school store. The requested increase is due to the unexpected volume of school supply sales

made during the fall open house events. Any time the PTA exceeds its budget projections by more than

$300, a vote is required. She asked that the membership approve a budget increase of $1,500. Erin

Tavernier moved to approve the motion, with Beau Dure seconding. The motion to increase the store

budget by $1,500 was approved by voice vote.

Treasurer Julie Jenkins said that fundraising for the PTA's Technology Fund in support of needed school

upgrades has been going well. She added that Friends of Kilmer fundraising has also been strong, but

that Teacher Appreciation Fund donations have been flat. She hopes that income from membership

dues will increase.

The first Dining for Dollars fundraiser will take place on October 17 from 5-8 p.m. at the Silver Diner-

Tysons. Families and friends are encouraged to attend, as Kilmer's PTA receives a percentage from all

meals purchased. Michelle Ramos said that the Dining for Dollars Committee is looking for volunteers to



serve as greeters outside the restaurant during the event. Greeters can be parents/guardians as well as

eighth grade students who may be looking for service hours.

Michelle Ramos reported that PTA membership is more than halfway toward our goal, but that we need

more people to join. Reminders to both students' households and school staff will be placed in

upcoming newsletters.

Members discussed PTA communications, and feedback about the e-newsletter was positive. The group

discussed timing of the various school and PTA communications. Mr. Amico said that he would move

the "News You Choose" distribution to Friday, and the PTA newsletter will be e-mailed on Mondays

going forward. Beau Dure reported on the PTA's Facebook page, and faculty's use of the page was

discussed.

Michelle Ramos said that the school store has been very successful and well received by students. Due

to problems with overcrowding and some shoplifting in the small space, school store procedures have

changed to limit the number of students in the store at one time.

Michelle Ramos reminded members that the deadline for student entries for the "Reflections" contest is

October 18. A decorated collection box for submissions is in the school office.

Box tops collected by students for the ongoing fundraiser are due on October 21. The box top program

is now moving to an app, which will streamline collection and submission. Every valid box top is worth

10 cents for the school.

Members were asked to consider volunteering for the Kilmer Medical Center program, which needs

adults to act as volunteer "patients" for eighth graders who will be working in small groups to identify

illnesses and diseases. Dates for Kilmer Medical Center are November 7,8 and 11. A link to the signup

page is available in the PTA newsletter and website.

PTA Vice President Michelle Boback reminded attendees to verify their contact information for the

school directory. The directory will go to print soon, and distribution should take place by the end of

October.

New business:

Erin Tavernier reported that the annual Kilmer's Got Talent show will take place on November 8 at 7

p.m. Twenty acts will perform, and tickets will be sold for $10. Proceeds from the talent show fund the

spring musical. Auditions for the "Lion King" musical will begin in November. The production will take

place in March, and roles are available for actors, singers, dancers and drummers.
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Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned by Michelle Ramos at 7:55.

Respectfully submitted by Mollie Regan, PTA Secretary

President
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